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The Fourth Workshop on Public Awareness for Acid Deposition Problems 

19 - 20 December 2003, Niigata, Japan 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S SUMMARY 
 

 

1. The Fourth Workshop on Public Awareness for Acid Deposition Problems was held 

in Niigata, Japan, on 19 and 20 December 2003, organized by the Network Center 

for the Acid Deposition Monitoring Network in East Asia (EANET), in collaboration 

with the Joetsu Environmental Science Center (JOESC) and the Niigata Prefectural 

Environmental Conservation Corporation (NPECC) of Japan. 

 

 

Attendance 

2. The Workshop consisted of the Part I and the Part II. The Part I was attended by 

approximately thirty participants and observers from EANET participating 

countries, namely, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Lao P.D.R., Malaysia, 

Mongolia, Philippines, Russia, Thailand and Viet Nam. The list of the participants 

is attached as Annex. 

3. In addition to the participants of the Part I, approximately two hundreds local 

residents in Niigata attended the Part II of the Workshop. They included children in 

the fifth grade of Meike Elementary School in Niigata City, who have been learning 

acid deposition problems in a special education class at school. 

 

 

Background and Purpose 

4. The ADORC serving as Network Center (the Interim Network Center during the 

preparatory phase) for EANET has been implementing the joint projects with China, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Philippines, Russia, Thailand and Viet Nam to 

develop their own brochures/videotape for public awareness since Japanese Fiscal 

Year 1999.  The Network Center for EANET (NC) held the First Workshop on 

Public Awareness for Acid Deposition Problems in February 2001 in Niigata, Japan 

attended by participants from relevant countries. In February 2002, NC held the 

Second Workshop in Beijing, China attended by participants from all the 

participating countries of EANET. The Third Workshop was held in Niigata in 
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February 2003 with the attendance of representatives from ten participating 

countries. 

5. To further encourage and promote this kind of activities in each participating 

country, NC undertook the Fourth Workshop on Public Awareness for Acid 

Deposition Problems. One of the major objectives of the Workshop was to exchange 

information and share experiences on public awareness activities and 

environmental education among the participating countries. The discussion for this 

aim was held as the Part I of the Workshop on the first day at the Acid Deposition 

and Oxidant Research Center (ADORC) and on the morning of the second day at the 

Niigata Convention Center “Toki Messe.” 

6. The other major objective of the Workshop was to enhance public awareness 

activities among general public and school children. The Part II of the Workshop 

was organized for achieving this goal to be held on the afternoon of the second 

working day at Toki Messe. The participation of local citizens and pupils was 

indicated as the first important event that has not been conducted in the previous 

workshops. 

 

 

Opening and Election of Chairperson 

7. The Workshop commenced with the opening address by Dr. Jiang Wei, Coordinator, 

the Secretariat for EANET. 

8. Dr. Tsumugu Totsuka, Director General of ADORC, serving as NC, introduced the 

objectives of the Workshop in his opening speech. 

9. Ms. Bulgan Tumendemberel from Mongolia and Prof. Munetsugu Kawashima from 

Japan were elected as Co-chairpersons of the Workshop. 

 

 

Part I  
 

Introduction of the progress of EANET activities on public awareness 

10. Introduction of the progress of EANET activities on public awareness was presented 

by Mr. Jiro Sato, NC with coverage of the background, short history and 

institutional arrangement of the EANET and previous activities directed to enhance 
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public awareness on acid deposition problems.  

 

 

Presentations on country experience 

11. Mr. Sophearith Thiv, Cambodia, made a presentation on the public awareness for 

acid deposition problems in Cambodia. Atmospheric pollution including acid 

deposition is pointed to be more concerned due to higher acceleration of industrial 

growth through encouraging investment, urbanization, high demands for living 

styles and increasing of consumption of second hand vehicles. Although there was 

no survey and evaluation of acid deposition and its effect in Cambodia due to many 

constraints, public awareness is being recognized and applied by the way of 

educating and disseminating of knowledge through environmental magazine, 

explaining and advising among the relevant factories’ owners/managers and TV 

programs etc. 

12. Mr. Liu Fang, China, presented Chinese public awareness in the field of acid 

deposition problems. Various activities has been implementing in China such as 

compiling brochures, developing videos, publishing of annual national environment 

report, utilizing news media, development of teaching material for middle school, 

management of relevant campaigns and awards. The environmental publicity on TV 

program, newspaper and web-sets, environmental education and the international 

environmental cooperation and communications are considered to include into 

future plan. 

13. Ms. Astutie Widyarissantie, Indonesia, delivered a presentation on dissemination of 

acid deposition information by various ways and audiences. Seminars were carried 

out in cities with targeting groups of local government officers, NGOs, teachers, 

universities and industrial managers. Science camp was held with participation of 

300 elementary school children to teach ozone layer protection, acid deposition and 

climate change. Environmental exhibitions were implemented in several cities to 

share information on impact of air pollution including acid deposition. 

14. Mr. Takaaki Kobayashi, Japan, introduced the activities of environmental education 

at Meike elementary school. With the theme that mutual learning and close 

friendship, they have been implemented activities such as the time for conservation 

of environment, called “Nessie Time”, including growing flowers in planters, 

utilizing biotope field, called “Bionessie”, in the schoolyard, and collecting litters in 
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the school district. The learning of acid deposition was carried out as a program of 

the integrated lesson of 5th grade school children as well as maintenance of 

Bionessie and exploring Toyano lagoon to learn ecosystem.  

15. Mr. Sivannakone Malivarn, Lao P.D.R., presented a review of current activities on 

public awareness program in Lao P.D.R. Development of Environment Education 

Awareness (EEA) and action plan, assessment of training needs and 

decentralization of EEA activities among provinces were conducted after set up of 

EEA core team and EEA working group to address national capacity building and 

training. Now the current activities include the environmental training for the 

public media, plan of an environmental campaign, development of the environment 

education training kit under the cooperation with Ministry of Education, issues of 

“Environmental newsletter” and strengthening of EEA networking. 

16. Ms. Urban Siniarovina delivered a presentation on Malaysia’s experiences including 

awareness activities and programs, and future plans. MAWAR 90 was introduced as 

the project to educate young children in scientific knowledge and instill in them 

awareness and concern for environment, and to inculcate social responsibility by 

presenting of environment situation through data on acid rain monitoring. Special 

projects and awards were carried out such as Nature Heroes (Wira Alam) projects, 

Environmental Awareness Camp, Scrap Book Competition etc. It is planned as 

future activities to promote the public attraction to seek information on acid 

deposition, to formulate a policy that will encourage balanced and sustainable 

development, and involvement of the NGO and so on. 

17. Ms. Bayarmaa Tumendemberel, Mongolia, presented public awareness on 

environmental protection and air pollution. Annual public awareness campaign on 

environmental protection includes the cleaning river bed and ravine, tree plantation, 

marathon race, propaganda/lecture on environmental policy and law etc. Mongolian 

brochure on acid deposition for students and “Household stoves” project including 

serial drama on FM radio, hall exhibition and development of poster and other 

awareness materials on air pollution were also introduced. 

18. Ms. Carmelita M. Passe, Philippines, presented the various public awareness 

activities undertaken such as the development of print and audio-video materials on 

various environmental concerns. The preparation of the State of the Philippine 

Environment is also another major activity. Environmental education concepts are 

likewise being integrated in the school curriculum. Special events are conducted to 
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highlight the observance of World Environment Day, Clean Up the World Day, Earth 

Day and local environmental events. The publication of the brochure on acid 

deposition in English and local language and the conduct of awareness-raising 

seminars for various stakeholders were also pursued. 

19. Dr. Anna A. Dodonova, Russia, delivered a presentation on public awareness issues 

in Russia and the joint brochure project. Historical activities for protection of nature 

were introduced with example of WOOP (Russian Society for Protection of Nature) 

created in 1924 and unfortunately put under rigid control of the government after 

30 years of activity.  The joint project for compiling the brochure on acid deposition 

control was explained to be targeted general public without special knowledge on 

acid deposition. This project will be completed in February 2004 and the brochure 

will be addressed to social institutions, NGOs, decision makers and students of 

non-environmental education.  

20.  Ms. Wassana Toruksa, Thailand, introduced the development of brochures on acid 

deposition since 1999. The Executive Committee for Public Awareness Program was 

established to review the public awareness program in Thailand. The first workshop 

on public awareness was held in Bangkok in 2000, particularly participated from 

Ministry of Education and Ministry of University Affair and other relevant agencies. 

The current activities are the preparation of brochures/posters (updates) and 

Video/VCD about transboundary acid deposition problems, planning to hold a 

workshop to give knowledge and understanding of acid deposition, and 

dissemination of brochures and VCD. Air Pollution and acid deposition articles are 

published in PCD Journals, via the electronic display board and Internet. 

21. Ms. Phan Ban Mai, Viet Nam, made a presentation on public awareness on acid 

deposition in Vietnam. After development of the video set on acid deposition issues 

and brochure, the activities were carried out such as organizing of the workshop 

with students, researchers from institutes and other officers as target group to 

produce comments on the brochure’s content, collaboration with related Ministries 

and Universities, and organizing of the training course for teachers and students. 

Many efforts have been made on propaganda in mass media facilities of newspaper, 

radio spot and video spot about the water and air pollution and toxic industrial 

waste, which were tried to be collaborated with acid deposition issues. 

 



Page 6 

Demonstration of Program on Environmental Education 

22. Dr. Masahisa Sato, Institute for Global Environmental Strategy (IGES), presented 

the ADORC-IGES Joint eLearning Project on acid deposition problems in East Asia 

region. The eCourse for eLearning of acid deposition problem has been carried out 

since 2002. The eCource in Japanese version has almost been completed, and the 

English version will be completed and open to public in the beginning of 2004 after 

review by the committee on public awareness and working group of for development 

of eLearning in Japan. The developing contents of the eCourse in English were 

introduced to the participants for their review and comments, and examples of their 

experiences of environmental education in their countries were requested to be 

informed to ADORC for including of the examples into the eCourse.         

 

 

Discussion on promotion of public awareness activities on acid deposition problems 

23. Dr. Masahisa Sato made a presentation titled “Points to be Considered Learnt from 

the Practices,  Public Awareness on Acid Deposition Problems in the Asia-Pacific 

Region”, and proposed for the participants to express their idea for promotion on 

public awareness activities in their countries in terms of “what”: topics and contents, 

“to whom”: target audiences and “How”: delivery system & communication channel. 

The participants presented their personal ideas with the worksheet filled in this 

session by them.  

 

 

Wrap-up of the Part I 

24. Prof. Hiroshi Hara, Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology, Japan 

delivered a presentation as wrap-up of the part I of the Workshop. The importance 

of relationship between science and education was emphasized in terms of mutual 

understanding of scientific information and educational needs. Furthermore 

EANET is expected to create a newly synthesized discipline of science and propose 

novel values and views of life from East Asia to the rest of the world as a role of the 

regional international cooperation.       

 

 

Part II 
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Opening 

25. Dr. Tsumugu Totsuka, Director General of ADORC, addressed his opening speech on 

behalf of the Workshop Organizers. Mr. Masaki Takahashi, Vice Governor of Niigata 

Prefecture, and Mr. Akira Shinoda, Mayor of Niigata City gave their speeches. 

 

 

Keynote speech 

26. The keynote speech entitled "Environmental Education for Sustainable 

Development" was delivered by Dr. Anna A. Dodonova, Associate Professor, 

Department for the Problems of Sustainable Development, Mendeleyev University 

of Chemical Technology of Russia, as an expert on environmental education. The 

important views were pointed in her speech as follows:  

Our common future depends on our ability to live in accordance to the carrying 

capacity and natural limits of our planet. The best way to do it is to educate people 

so that everyone could voluntarily change his or her lifestyle to be more friendly to 

the environment. Environmental education and awareness cannot be existed as 

single (isolated) ones without the other issues; to be environmentally educated 

means to be aware of how to live in peace with the Earth and vice versa. 

The education for sustainable development becomes more critical than it has ever 

been providing a knowledge under current ecological and social contexts - including 
population growth, depletion of the natural resources, environmental and food 
contamination, decline of biodiversity, climate change, the increasing of 

globalization, and persistent gender inequalities in education and control of 
resources. 

 

 

Presentation on outcomes from environmental learning 

27. The children in the fifth grade of Meike Elementary School, Niigata, Japan have 

been studying acid deposition problems in a class for the “integrated study” since 

October 2003. Representatives of school children introduced achievements of their 

study.  

 

 



Page 8 

Report of output from the Part I of the Workshop 

28. Mr. Ken Yamashita, NC made a short presentation on the outputs from Part I of the 

workshop with introduction of history and various activities of EANET.  

 

Discussion in the small groups 

29. The audience has divided into five small groups and each group discussed 

global/regional environmental problems from the viewpoint of citizen and school 

children. The discussions were led by facilitators (local NGO members relevant to 

environment conservation) as initiated with the introduction of environmental 

problems in East Asia and advices by the participants of participating countries of 

EANET.   

 

 

Report on the discussion in the small groups 

30. Representatives of each small group, school children or citizens, reported the 

outputs from the discussion with memorandum papers on big panels prepared 

during the discussion. The activities for environment conservation such as 

correspondent practical behaviors on daily life were presented under the 

relationship with the global/regional environmental problems that should be 

considered to solve not only by policy makers and scientist but also by general public 

and school children.           

 

 

Wrap-up 

31. Prof. Kawashima gave the closing remarks on the Workshop especially on outcomes 

of its Part II. 

32. The Co-chairpersons of the Workshop stated that they would draw up the 

Chairperson’s Summary of the Workshop as soon as possible. 
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Closing 

33. The Workshop was closed. All participants and observers expressed their gratitude 

and appreciation for the efforts made by the organizers and the host country for 

arrangement of this important Workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 December 2003 

Niigata, Japan 

 

 

Bulgan Tumendemberel                      Munetsugu Kawashima  

 

Co-Chairpersons 

 

The Fourth Workshop on Public Awareness for Acid Deposition Problems 
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